High incidence of pulmonary arterial hypertension in systemic sclerosis patients with anti-centriole autoantibodies.
Systemic sclerosis (SSc)-related autoantibodies are useful tools in identifying clinically homogenous subsets of patients and predicting their prognosis. In this report, we described five SSc patients with anti-centriole antibodies. All five patients were females and had digital ulcers/gangrene. Four of five (80%) patients had pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH). None of the five patients had active pulmonary fibrosis or developed renal crisis. Anti-centriole antibodies may be a marker for PAH and digital ulcers/gangrene.